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Since on or about the 2002 model year, however, presumably as a cost-saving effort, Defendant
discontinued the back-up mechanical linkage and have equipped all of their Toyota and 1Lexus vehicles
solely with ETCS.

15. Other protective measures for ETCS include a program for the sensors to stop
further acceleration whenever brake pressure is applied, a safety precaution employed by other
manufacturers but not by Defendants

i6. Upon information and belief, since 2002 there have been literally thousands of
complaints to Defendants and/or to NHTSA of sudden unintended acceleration incidents in Toyota and
Lexus vehicles, including hundreds of reported injuries and many fatalities,

17. Defendants have known of the large numbers of complaints about sudden
acceleration and related injuries at least as far back as 2005 and have failed to correct the problems or
warn consumers that Defendants’ vehicles posed a significant risk of injury or death due to one or more of
the defects described above, and instead continued to sell and lease the vehicles to unsuspecting
purchasers such as Plaintiff.

18. Whether due to flaws in the floor mats, accelerator pedals, ETCS, and/or lack of
mechanical back-up linkage between Throttle and accelerator. vehicles associated with a risk of sudden
unintended acceleration cause actual financial damage to consumers due to a diminished value—indeed,
in a February I, 2010 report Edmonds.com reported that when this danger which Defendants had
concealed for several years recently became public knowledge substantial drops in values for Toyota
vehicles were seen as objectively measured in Kelly Blue Book.

19. Moreover, in view of the pattern in which these events have unfolded with the
problems being concealed by Defendants from consumers for years with Defendants only very recently
embarking on a supposed remedial process in which they grudgingly take incomplete remedial measures,
first blaming floor mats and when that obviously failed to resolve the problem blaming accelerator pedals

and now undergoing NHTSA investigation regarding ETCS, owners and lessees require protection by
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