systems in order to save money and increase profits. As a result of the lack of safety systems,
_ there is no mechanical or electronic failsafe mechanism to allow drivers to stop Toyota vehicles
in the event the computerized “driveby-wire” acceleration systems malfunction and engage in
uncontrolled acceleration.

8. On January 26, 2010, Toyota announced it would stop selling the eight models, |
stating that preventing the sale of the vehicles was “necessary until a remedy is finalized.”
Despite believing that the problem was serious enough that it was “necessary” to keep additional
vehicles from being driven, Toyota did nothing to prevent vehicles already sold from being
operated nor did it offer to cancel purchases and refund the monies paid by its customers.

9. It was widely reported by media outlets that United States Transportation
Secretary Ray Lahood (“LaHood”) believes Toyota resisted recalling the vehicles even after the
widespread report of problems with the now recalled vehicles. Lahood told the Associated Press
in an article dated February 2, 2010, that federal officials had to “wake them up” to the
seriousness of the safety issues that eventually led Toyota to recall the vehicles, including federal
offcials making a visit to Toyota’s headquarters in Japan. Lahood, who describes the situation as
“the most serious safety recall that we have faced here at the Department of Transportation,” said
that Toyota, “should have taken it seriously from the very beginning when we first started
discussing it with them.” LaHood said, “Maybe they were a little safety deaf.”

10.  Instead of sending replacement parts to dealerships so that vehicles like Plaintiffs
can be repaired, Toyota originally stated it is planning on sending the parts to Toyota factories so
that Toyota can sell new cars while at the same time leaving millions of unsafe cars on American
highways. Plaintiffs are unable to drive their Toyota vehicle due to the danger of serious injury

and death that can result from sudden acceleration from unknown causes.
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